"A"                                                 INDIAN
piece of land. I gathered that for the wall she used
a great deal of cow-dung, which somehow has given
either her or the wall immense strength.
I gathered that she tells fortunes to almsgivers.
I gathered that the tree in her enclosure was planted
by the lady herself and has grown to its present
enormous height with miraculous rapidity.
I gathered that the fruit of this tree is sterile,
but that perhaps it will become fertile when an
Indian Principal is appointed to the College, or,
failing that, when the English have left India.
I did not gather what was to happen to the
Moslem students upon my resignation in favour of a
Hindu Principal, nominated by the saintly squatter,
who is already in fair way to acquiring absolute and
autocratic powers over ten square yards of College
property by the mere lapse of time.
**Very well, Mr. R------9" said the Acting Com-
missioner, "I don't think we need hear any more of
the history of this case. I am surprised that she
should have been allowed to stay so long; but we
understand now that her removal must be done in
such a way as to give the least possible offence to
the less intelligent of the Hindu community in the
city.
"I suppose we may now authorise the Principal